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DAVID LINDNER 
229. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Police: 
Can the minister please explain how police were aware that David Lindner was in the state and what failure in 
communication enabled a known paedophile to abuse innocent children and what exact action the minister has 
undertaken to give police more powers to prevent this ever happening again? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I had some difficulty hearing all of that question but I think I have the gist of it. People will be aware from news 
reports and other sources that David Lindner was deported from Canada to Western Australia in 2012. The advice 
that has been made public, reiterated by Deputy Commissioner Stephen Brown on radio today, is that police were 
aware and that he was on the reportable offender list, SOMS—the sexual offender management system—and was 
subject to reportable conditions. People will also be aware that there are some significant restrictions in terms of 
what can be said publicly. I have asked a lot of questions to which I have not received answers, because police 
have told me that under the provisions of the act, they are unable to give me, as police minister, that information. 
I am finding that very frustrating because I want to know what occurred back then. 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis: Bring in some amendments. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I will take that interjection from the member for Hillarys about this very serious matter. 
The member for Hillarys may be aware that the Law Reform Commission reviewed the act in, I think, 2012. 
Some further reports were given to his government, which I have taken the opportunity to re-read. I am not sure 
what became of all the recommendations of either the Law Reform Commission or police back then, but I know 
that the issue of this legislation is something that I raised with the former Commissioner of Police at some of 
the very early discussions we had when we came to government. A range of things concern me about the act. 
One of the issues raised with me often is the level at which someone becomes a reportable offender. Although 
we can seem to be very tough by putting more and more people on the list, it gives police a greater challenge. 
According to Deputy Commissioner Brown, there are about 3 500 reportable sex offenders. I know from 
interactions I have had with members of my electorate and other members of the community that some people 
do not believe that their relative has committed a crime serious enough to be on there and that police are perhaps 
wasting a resource monitoring those persons. Often, that is when there is a small gap in years between the 
offender and the person offended against—for example, an 18, 19 or 20-year-old boy with a 13, 14 or 
15-year-old girl. Some of those people are put on the list. To my way of thinking, there is a quantum leap from 
that kind of offender to an offender who is 40, 50 or 60 years of age who is doing heinous things to five, six, 
seven, eight, nine or 12-year-olds. People who commit those heinous offences are the ones who I think need 
a higher level of monitoring. Quite clearly, there is a need to review the information that police are allowed to 
disclose to myself, the community and those who are associated with the victims. Police have been hamstrung 
by the legislation in what they have been able to tell the victim’s father, who was on the radio today. I understand 
the frustration that he has felt. That is why the legislation needs to be reviewed. I have asked for it to be reviewed 
and that review is currently with the Assistant Commissioner of Crime, Mr Gary Budge. I will ask the 
commissioner for updates at the regular meetings I have with the Commissioner of Police because I would like 
to see recommendations from the police about what would assist them operationally and assist the community 
come forward at the earliest opportunity. 
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